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Preface 

his year, I have a wonderful chance to visit Suan 
Mokkh, the legendary Buddhist monastery of 
Thailand, founded by the great thinker-monk of 

Thailand, Buddhadasa Bhikkhu. I have painted the mon-
astery and posted the pictures in my personal Facebook. 
The pictures that have been printed in this volume are all 
taken from the Facebook.  

Somparn Promta 
November, 2013 
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Appendix One 
Wat Phraborommathat Chaiya 

Suan Mokkh is located in Chaiya, one of the oldest dis-
tricts of Thailand. And Chaiya is also well known as the 
ancient land where Buddhism highly flourished. Wat 
Phraborommathat Chaiya is believed to be built a thou-
sand years ago. After visiting Suan Mokkh, I have vis-
ited this monastery. 
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Wat Phraborommathat Chaiya 1 
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Wat Phraborommathat Chaiya 2 
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Wat Phraborommathat Chaiya 3 
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Wat Phraborommathat Chaiya 4 
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Appendix Two 
Santi Asoka Monastery 

Santi Asoka is a contemporary Buddhist movement in 
Thailand, located in Bangkok, mainly aiming at the ref-
ormation of Buddhism to the most primitive form at the 
time of Buddha. They do not have the direct relation 
with Suan Mokkh. But Suan Mokkh might have the in-
fluence on this monastery. I have regularly lectures at 
this monastery, and the following pictures have been 
painted by me when I have visited them.  
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Santi Asoka 1 
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Author 

Somparn Promta is a self-trained art-
ist. He composes music; writes novel, 
poetry, short story, and essay.  Actu-
ally, he is a Buddhist philosophy pro-
fessor at Chulalongkorn University.
While he was a philosophy student at 
Chula, he used to have a personal art 

exhibition, just one time in his life, to collect money for 
his education—but failed. Besides working in art, Som-
parn also runs the online academic magazine, The Wis-
dom Magazine, published in Thai and English, monthly. 
His music and art book can be downloaded at the maga-
zine website. 


