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There have been debates in almost every corner of the globe over the ethical issues of science 
and technology, and nanotechnology is one of the emerging areas of technology that has 
been the subject of debate. The topic has been addressed in two UNESCO reports, and 
further publications, which will be reviewed in this paper. The World Commission on the 
Ethics of Science and Technology (COMEST) also took up the issue again in its 2009 
session, and feedback will be sought on what issues are a regional priority for 
intergovernmental consideration.   Given the role of nanotechnology in many industrial and 
environmental sectors already, internationalization of the issues is important. This paper will 
discuss the situation relating to implementation of ethical standards on nanotechnology, and 
the accompanying debates, in particular in the Asia and Pacific region. 


